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Home  
of the  

Timber-
wolves 

Principal’s Message                                              

The Fall colors are all around us which means the calendar has turned to October. 

We hope you’ve had a wonderful start to the school year and have taken advantage of one of the many       

opportunities to connect at SMS.  

Fall sports are in full swing. We have nearly 140 student-athletes participating in volleyball, cross-country, and 

football. A special thanks goes to our coaches for all their hard work and dedication. Go T-Wolves!                

Our school is busy with a wide range of other activities as well. Clubs and other learning opportunities are   

taking place both before and after school.  

During our Professional Development Monday (late start) time, staff are learning a wide range 

of strategies for academic vocabulary development. This professional learning will be a signifi-

cant component in our improvement efforts this year. Additionally, we’ll continue to build our 

Kids at Hope culture here at SMS. As always, we want to thank the community for their con-

tinuous support of this professional collaboration time.  

Lastly, lots of events are coming up here at the middle school; from fundraisers and games, to conferences 

and clubs. Please be sure to check this newsletter and our weekly bulletin for the most up to date information.   

For Kids & Learning,  

Vince Riccobene, Principal  
“All Children are Capable of Success, No Exceptions!” 

                                    
 

 

 

         

 

Students will receive a Multi-

Enhanced Progress Report on 

October 23rd. Ask them to show it 

to you. The end of Term One is 

November 2nd. Parents will re-

ceive Term One Report Cards at 

Parent/Teacher Conferences            

             November 15th & 16th Students will be                      

released at 10:56 for Parent/Teacher Conferences                                     
(Sack lunches will be available to students before dismissal)                                                                                                                     

Thursday & Friday — Arena Style Conferences                                                              

• Thursday, Nov. 15th - 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
and/or 

• Friday, Nov. 16th - 12:00 – 3:15 p.m. 
 

These are drop-in conferences where parents can meet with their 
child’s teacher. Teachers will be in their classrooms for these brief 

conferences. If you wish more time, please make another             
appointment. We encourage you to bring your child.  



Website: www.sequimschools.org     ▪ Skyward Family Access Link: Skyward 

 Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide 
or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employ-
ees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights 
Compliance Coordinators: Randy Hill, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3261,  
rhill@sequimschools.org; and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Matt Duchow, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 
98382, 360-582-3401, mduchow@sequimschools.org 

Don't miss 
out on the 
chance to 

purchase books for your middle school student! 
Stock up on books for presents! Days and times 
are as follows:  

Tuesday, Nov. 13th - Friday, Nov. 16th 7:45 to 3:15                                                 

Special Events:   

November 14th - Breakfast with Books and Your Grand-
parents from 7:30 - 8:15 a.m. Treats provided. 

November 15th - Book Fair will be open 4 - 7:00 p.m. 
during Parent/Teacher Conferences. 

If you would like to volunteer to work a shift at the book 

fair, please call 360-582-3515  or sign up online at 

https://volunteer.scholastic.com/#/experience/

signup/oSDF5anWh  

 

 

 

Join us on November 6th from 6:30-7:45 p.m. for  Fine Arts Night. 

The band and choir will be performing several selections. There will be 

presentations by Drama, Game Design and Yearbook. Art classes will be   

                     doing a hands on presentation. We look forward to seeing you there!  

FINE ARTS NIGHT  Tuesday, Nov. 6th 

Veteran’s Day Assembly   

November 9th at 8:20 in the SMS Gym  

Veterans are invited and will be recognized for 

their service. Please contact RickMiko at 582-3545 

or rmiko@sequimschools.org 

November 13th-16th                                     
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  

WIN (What I Need)        
This is a math support class that will  

occur from 7:45-8:10am; Tue– Fri. This 

extra support class is by invitation only 

and will be reevaluated every Friday. 

We would like students to commit to 

the full week per invitation but under-

stand they might miss a session. If your 

child gets breakfast at school, have 

them get it and come as soon as possi-

ble to their WIN room. Please help us 

support your child with this extra learn-

ing opportunity and ask them if they 

have received their invitation!  

 VARSITY MATH                
(Improve Module Assessment Understanding)         

This math support class will occur the week after 

an assessment. Hours are 7:45- 8:10am; Tuesday 

– Friday. This extra support class will offer a re-

teach model of redoing module assessments. 

Students with an assessment grade lower than C- 

will receive an invitation to join the Varsity Math 

Club with an opportunity to raise their assess-

ment grade to a C- (62.99%). If your child gets 

breakfast at school, have them get it and come 

as soon as possible to the Varsity Math room. 

This is the only way to raise an assessment 

grade. Please help us support your child with this 

extra learning opportunity!  

http://www.sequimschools.org
https://www2.wrdc.wa-k12.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=wsequims71/seplog01.w
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 Nurse’s Notes  

This month our Staff Spotlight is Mrs. Schmeck. This is her first year at 

SMS. She teaches Math 7, Honors Math 7 and Math Core Plus.  

Where were you born? I was born in Long Beach, CA. I moved to Chico, CA when I was 8 years old and lived there for forty 
years.    

Where did you go to college? I went to Butte college for my undergraduate work. I played basketball and ran track and field.  I 
received a track scholarship to U.C. Irvine, and then finished up my college career at Chico State University where I received my 
Degree and credential to teach.   

Travels? I love to travel, I went to the Netherlands this past spring and was there during Tulip 
season, which was amazing!  The rest of my travels involves adventure cycling, hiking, and/or 
visiting family. My husband and I went to Victoria, BC for vacation and rode our bikes all 
around the city. We loved every minute of it. This year was my first time ever out of the  
country and I was fortunate enough to use my passport twice! 

Tell us about your family. My husband Garth and I have been married for 4 years. We have 
six children between the two of us and 5 out of the six are married. We have 3 beautiful grand-
daughters, ranging from 9 months - 2 years old and they live all over place. We have children 
in California, Texas, Florida, and Seoul, Korea.   

Life in Sequim? We moved to Sequim in the middle of August. We love it here. There is so 
much to explore, and the community of Sequim has been so friendly. We are looking forward 
to buying property and building our dream home and living here for the rest of our lives. Garth 
and I  have opened an electric bicycle shop, Pedego Sequim, and we will be opening a bike 
and kayak shop next year. I have thoroughly enjoyed becoming a part of the Sequim Middle 
School family. I am looking forward to coaching Track and Field in the spring. Thank you for 
welcoming me into the Community! 

 

 
 

SMS would like to welcome 
Jenny Meysenburg as our new 
Health Clerk. Her hours are 
8:00-2:30. Please feel free to 
call her with your student health 
concerns at 360-582-3509.  

Chickenpox Requirement & Vaccine Reminder       
for 6th - 12th grade.  

Varcella Requirement:  All 6th – 12th grade stu-
dents are required by law to get two doses of 
chickenpox (or varicella) vaccine. 

Tdap Requirement: All 6th – 12th grade students are 
required to have proof of Tdap booster. 

LOST AND FOUND ITEMS             
OVERFLOWING  

 

 

If your child is missing something, have them check 
the Lost and Found. It is located across the hall from 
the cafeteria. It is overflowing with coats, hoodies, 
lunch bags, notebooks, shoes and 
more! Check it for lost items when 
you are here for conferences. Un-
claimed items will be donated to a 
local charity in December.  

Free and Reduced 

Lunch Applications 

need to be filled out 

each year. The grace period for students that had 

free and reduced lunch status last year has ended. 

This means if you have not filled out a new application, 

your status has been changed from free/reduced to paid. 

You can apply for free/reduced lunch online in Skyward 

or pick up a form from the cafeteria or the main office. 

Students are allowed a negative account balance of 

($25.00). Please check your student meal account balances 

through Skyward Family Access (login and password re-

quired) regularly to ensure there is enough money in the 

account. Please see Procedure 6700P for more details. 

Sequim Science Fair Club is available 

for all students in grades 6-12. The 

club meets every Tuesday from 2:50-

4:00 in Mr. Landoni’s Room 404. Some of the skills you will 

learn are: researching, planning, writing and board and oral 

presentation. This culminates with students taking their 

projects to compete at the Washington State Science Fair in 

the Spring.  If this sounds like something you would enjoy, 

stop by and talk to Mr. Landoni or one of the great mentors 

that help run the club.  



 

Every absence, excused or unexcused, is a learning opportunity lost and can have  signifi-

cant impacts on a student’s success in school and life. A student who misses 18 or more 

days in a school year - just two days a month - for any reason is  considered chronically 

absent. Chronically absent students are more likely to fall behind in reading and math and 

less likely to graduate from high school. Addressing chronic absenteeism and developing good attendance habits is 

a solvable problem for which we all share responsibility. School/District Requirements  

• One unexcused absence in a month – the school is required to inform the parent in writing or by phone. Skyward 

notifies parents nightly of missed periods/days.  

• Two unexcused absences in a month – the school is required to initiate a parent conference to improve the stu-

dent's attendance.  

• Five unexcused absences in a month or 10 in one school year - the school notifies the Community Truancy Board 

(CTB) Liaison that a truancy petition needs to be filed. Truancy petitions filed with the Court as referrals to CTB are 

called “stayed petitions”.  Beginning this year, students who have excessive excused absences, 5 in one month or 

ten in one year, may also be referred to CTB at the school’s discretion. All first time truancy cases filed with the 

court will be stayed petition. Second filings will be sent to either CTB or court at the CTB Liaison’s discretion.       

Please contact us to discuss any attendance concerns you may have regarding your child. We look forward to   

working with you to ensure their success.                                                                                                                                            

Lesli Forshaw, Sequim Middle School Attendance                                                                                                                

360-582-3503                                                                                                                                        

lforshaw@sequimschools.org  

 

 

 

Wolfpack and LifeSkills curriculum: Students will be beginning 
the LifeSkills curriculum during Wolfpack.  The LifeSkills program 
was developed by psychologist Gilbert J. Botvin, Ph.D., to provide 
an organized way for students to learn important skills. Dr. Botvin 
discovered that students who received this program were not 
only better prepared to deal with the challenges of life but also 
less likely to smoke, drink, or use drugs.  The LifeSkills program 
not only  prevents tobacco, alcohol, and drug abuse but also 
teaches the knowledge and skills necessary to: Increase your self-
esteem, Increase your ability to make decisions and solve prob-
lems, Communicate effectively, Avoid misunderstandings, Man-
age anxiety, Make new friends, Stand up for your rights,  Say “no” 
to unfair requests,  Resist advertising pressures and Resist pres-
sure to use drugs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Wolfpack dates:  October 25 and November 1 and 29.  

The following students have 

been recognized for their         

outstanding display of   

(Respectful, On Time Cooperative, 

Kind, Safe)                                             

Ivy Barrett, Elizabeth Beebe, Emma 

Bergmann, Ava Bower, Ruby Coul-

son, Tailynn Francis, Espn Judd, 

Keaton King, Matilda Lundstrom,  

Andrew Martinez, Bobbie Mixon, Mia 

Pozernick, Charley Sturm, Riley Tad-

lock, Libby Turella,   Alliyah Weber, 

Jonas Welch, Sage Younger.  

Congratulations!  
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